[Clinical case of the month. Whipple's disease: inaugural psychiatric symptoms].
First considered to be a metabolic illness of the gastro-intestinal tract, Whipple's disease has progressively been recognized as a systemic bacterial disorder due to Tropheryma Whippelii and responding to antibiotics. Neurological symptoms occur in 10 to 20% of cases either initially or during the disease course. Involvement of the central nervous system alone is rare. Modern molecular biology methods, i.e. PCR amplification of 16S rRNA can be applied to accessible biological fluids and/or tissue allowing an early diagnosis, which can lead to earlier administration of adequate antibiotics as well as to a more accurate monitoring of disease evolution. We report a patient suffering from Whipple's disease and presenting initially with severe mental and behavioral disturbances which were thought to be due to a psychiatric disorder.